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Beethoven Tour honored with Red Dot Award  
Information steles in Bonn and the region honored again 
Bonn, August 24, 2020 
 
The Beethoven Tour has been awarded the famous Red Dot Award, which 
recognizes unique design and outstanding creativity. The award, which is 
decided by an international jury, was given in the category „Brands & 
Communication Design 2020“. The Red Dot Award is one of the most 
renowned international design prizes for production and communication 
design and design concepts. 
 
It was only in May 2020 that the Beethoven Tour, which was realized by 
Monika Müller-Rieger (Müller-Rieger GmbH) on behalf of Beethoven 
Jubiläums GmbH, was honored by the „Art Directors Club for Germany“ as a 
special „Spatial Experience – Outdoor“. 
 
„Winning the international Red Dot Design Award underscores the coherent 
overall concept of the Beethoven Walking Tour, which brings our city's 
greatest son to life in many historical locations in such an informative and 
innovative way“, says Ashok Sridharan, Mayor of the Federal City of Bonn. 
„The prize honors this successful concept.“ The installation is also a benefit 
for the region. Sebastian Schuster, District Administrator of the Rhein-Sieg-
Kreis: „Ludwig van Beethoven was significantly influenced by Bonn and the 
region in the first 22 years of his life. Today he is an important part of our 
history - and anyone who wants to can explore this thanks to the information 
steles.“ 
 
„The international recognition of the Beethoven Tour with the Red Dot Award 
underlines our efforts to make the 250th Beethoven Anniversary a national 
event with international appeal. As a sustainable project, the tour in Bonn and 
in the Rhein-Sieg-Kreis will be maintained beyond 2020 thanks to the 
committed involvement of many players“, explains Ralf Birkner, Commercial 
Director of Beethoven Jubiläums GmbH. 
  
As a harbinger of the celebrations for Ludwig van Beethoven's 250th birthday 
in Bonn and the region the Beethoven Tour was installed at the end of 2019 
and has enjoyed great popularity ever since. The 22 information steles are 2.5 
meters high and provide interesting insights into the life and work of Ludwig 
van Beethoven in his 22 years in Bonn in written, visual and audio form. 
Interested visitors can, for example, rediscover Beethoven at seven stations in 
Bonn with trilingual animations, information texts and photos. The tour was 
co-assigned by the 'Bürger für Beethoven' who also supported the project 
conceptual and content-wise. The Beethoven-Haus Bonn was also closely 
involved. 
 
"First the award of the German Art Directors Club, now the Red Dot Award: 
We are happy that with this lasting memory of Ludwig van Beethoven in his 
home region we have succeeded in creating such a coherent overall concept 
that brings the great composer to life both digitally and in analogue form. 
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Even now, around three quarters of a year after the installation, thousands of 
interested people from all over the world explored Ludwig van Beethoven's 
time and work via the steles - and many more may follow," says Monika 
Müller-Rieger, Managing Director of Müller-Rieger GmbH. 
 
BTHVNstory – 11 columns in Bonn 
Throughout the city 11 steles were installed under the moniker of 
'BTHVNstory', also at the new shop of the Beethoven-Haus, among other 
locations like the Breunig residency where the young artist used to roam. The 
Remigius Church or the statue of his that was unveiled in 1845 upon 
insistence of Robert Schumann are further milestones of the tour. The inner-
city part of the tour is planned to take around 2 hours.  
 
BTHVNregion – 11 columns in the region 
Under the name 'BTHVNregion' 11 further steles were installed in the larger 
Rhein-Sieg district. They contain favorite destinations of Beethoven, among 
those the Petersberg, the Drachenfels, or the Benedict-Abbey Michaelsberg 
where 11-year old Beethoven enjoyed playing the organ. The regional tour 
spans from Rheinbach to Hennef and illustrates the composer's sphere of 
activity.  
 
Here you’ll find further information in English about the tour (app for 
smartphone only): https://beethoven.pmedien-content.de  
or information on German: https://beethoven-rundgang.bonn.de/ 
 
 

 
The multimedia information column in front of the Redoute is one of a total 
of eleven steles in Bonn. Another eleven pillars of the Beethoven Tour are 
located at authentic sites in the Rhein-Sieg-Kreis.  
(Credit: Beethoven Jubiläums GmbH/Barbara Fromann) 
 
More pictures: https://www.bthvn2020.de/en/press/press-
photographs/selection-of-photographs-beethoven-tour 
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About Red Dot Design Award: The Red Dot Award offers designers, agencies 
and companies from all over the world a platform for the evaluation of design. 
6.992 projects from designers, agencies and companies from 50 countries 
were entered in this year’s competition. All of the entries were evaluated 
online, in line with the motto “In search of good design and creativity”. The 24 
international experts assessed each brand and each piece of work individually 
and extensively in a professional manner over a period of several days. In 
doing so, they placed particular emphasis on the form, the idea and the effect. 
The projects that convinced the experts with their high design quality and 
creative performance were finally awarded a prize. 

In 1955 a jury met for the first time to judge the best designs of the time. In 
the 1990s, Red Dot CEO Professor Dr. Peter Zec developed the name and 
brand of the award. Since then, the coveted "Red Dot" award has been the 
internationally highly respected seal of excellence in design quality. The award 
winners are presented in yearbooks, museums and online. Further information 
is available at www.red-dot.org. 

About Müller-Rieger GmbH: Shapes communication in space at home and 
abroad. Many renowned exhibitions and museums have already been 
created by the designers and architects of the office. 

About Beethoven Jubiläums GmbH: Beethoven´s 250. anniversary is 
celebrated worldwide. The Beethoven Jubiläums GmbH, an affiliate of the 
Beethoven-Haus Foundation, is supported by the federal government, the land 
of North Rhine-Westphalia, the city of Bonn and the Rhein-Sieg-district and is 
instructed to coordinate a national program. Patron of the anniversary 
program with the slogan “Rediscover Beethoven” is the German federal 
president Frank-Walter Steinmeier. The celebrations will continue up to and 
including September 2021. An up-to-date overview of the projects can be 
found in the calendar of events at www.bthvn2020.de/en. 

 


